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PREDATORY MITE DOES NOT SHOW PREFERENCE FOR PLANTS INFESTED BY PREY
WITH DIFFERENT NUTRITIONAL QUALITY
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Predators use chemical cues from plants infestdeblyivores to discriminate and find food. The ptedy
mite Phytoseiulus macropilis feeds on Tetranychidae spider mites sucfietisanychus urticae, however it
cannot complete its cycle life feeding detranychus evansi. Here, we investigate wheth&r macropilis,
through perception of cues from infested plantewshpreference for prey with different nutritiorcalality.
Six tomato plants containing the treatmentswereguaalternatively in a hexagon. Female$?ofmacropilis
were released in the center of the hexagon congisfi (a) 3 plants infested Ay evansivs 3 clean plants, (b)
3 plants infested bY. urticae vs3 clean plants or (c) 3 plants infested byevansivs3 plants infested by.
urticae. The females that arrived on the plants were @aslevery hour for six hours and after 24 and 30
hours. Females d?. macropilis were recaptured significantly more often on plenfésted by either of the
two species than on clean plants. There was nerdiite in the number of mites arriving on planfssted
by T. evans or T. urticae. The predator can recognize cues from infesteat@laowever shows no preference
for prey with high or low nutritional quality. Pably, there is no difference in the cues from painfested
by T. evans or T. urticae, or the predator is not able to identifgrth
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