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Sclerotinia sclerotiorum has caused great losses in oilseed rape crops, being the seed 
an important mean of disease dissemination. The disease incidence and severity of forty-
eight plots were analyzed on field.  One sample with 400 “seeds” was analyzed each 
plot, to evaluate its contamination level with S. sclerotiorum, by using the “PDA medium” 
after 14 and 30 days of incubation. The seeds were superficially disinfested with sodium 
hypochlorite 1% before platting. The disease incidences observed at field ranged from 0 
to 25%, and the severity from 0 to 85%. However, the fungus was not detected in the 
seed samples evaluated, neither after 14 and 30 days of incubation. The 48 samples did 
not presented any seed contaminated by the method used up to 30 days of incubation, 
even in the seeds samples from plots with the highest incidence and severity levels. This 
result may indicate that the disease contamination level on seeds is not proportional to 
its incidence and severity on field and/or, the contamination in these samples was only 
superficially (eliminated by the disinfestation process) or, the method used is not sensible 
enough to detect S. sclerotiorum on oilseed rape seeds.     
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